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THE BISHOP'S ADDRESS.

Clergy and Laity or the Convention and Diocese :

Brethren B£loved :

In the opening of the great deliverance from Egypt of the Cove-

nant people, which has always been to the Church so striking a

type, and so rich a directory of the wilderness journey of the

Bride of Christ, there is a beautiful incident closely relative to our

present meeting, sympathies and commission :

" The Lord said unto Aaron, ' Go into the wilderness to meet

Moses. And he went and met him in the mount of God, and

kissed him." The "meeting and greeting" on the mount of

God, the preparation for the heroic endurance and successful work

of the Ministry of the Church.

Brothers in blood were those two representative men, but trained

apart in the discipline, culture and experience of life. Moses was

" learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, mighty in words and

in deeds/' and lifted by an adopted birthright into princely state

;

while his interior life, in its ideal, was repellent to the heathen

luxury, and panted in noble seclusion, with the aspirations of its

undefined mission. The other child of that same mother had been

left in the world as it was, and dwelt among his own people, to

share the bondage of the masses, and elaborate his training from

the common business and handicraft of the serfdom to which his

nation was reduced.



Bishops Address.

Meeting of Moses and Aaron on the Mount of God.

Tlie brothers came together on the "mount of God," one in heart

and purpose ; blending strength and infirmities ; fusing personality

in the intense grandeur of workers with God ; heedless of all acci-

dents which had made them to difi'er, and absorbed into the one-

ness of sacrifice by the fire of love kindled from Heaven. The

brothers " kissed each other " in that conventional meeting, and

went forth never to part again. They were consecrated to the de-

liverance to which each contributed all his gifts, and each became

complement of the other ; so that the dreamy heart to conceive,

the wise head to direct, the refined and cultivated mind, the tem-

per in its meek reticence, the will in its proud and silent force, and

the soul raised to mystical fellowship with the Almighty, became

one with the practical experience, the ready speech, the social

power, the intuitive tact and the broad hardihood, inured to Egyp-

tian servitude, of the Man of the People.

On that mount of God, Moses, from his spiritual seclusion, told

Aaron " all the words of the Lord who had sent him, and all the

signs which He had commanded him ;" and Aaron took the mystery

of faith into his wondering spirit, and it thrilled with strange

power among its qualities. They rose, and went down together to

the oppressed and desponding ; and Aaron spread among his fellow

laborers and friends in trial, what he had learned from Moses, and

swayed their hearts, so that they grew larger in trust and hope,

they kindled with the coming deliverance, and before its cloud of

vision and awful hazards " they bowed their heads and worshipped

in faith and obedience." Thus the] meeting and salutation on the

mount of God, of the brothers, conferring for spiritual work, swept

on in power; and at last the land of darkness trembled, as the

Church rose in her majesty, hosts gathered for Canaan, and the

" mixed multitude " hung upon their skirts ; the Lord made bare
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Influence of United Qualities—Identity with the Church.

His arm uf power and revealed more clearly his guiding presence

;

the law was sharply articulated, while sacrifice and sacrament soft-

ened it with grace ; and with the blaze of miracle and avenging

majesty, with discipline and rebuke, with long suffering and pity,

among all baffling vicissitudes, the Church in the wilderness moved

on in its mighty destiny.

The strength of Moses and Aaron, the long sundered brothers,

thinking, working, suffering apart, was that they " met on the

mount of God and kissed each other." This was the agency that

delivered the people, the seal of the compact of brotherhood, the

pledge of success for the kingdom of God, set up among men,

that the brothers were one in purpose, and hand in hand went

down to the work. The stammering Moses could breathe into the

lone ear the kindling promise, and the fluent Aaron could spread it

among the hosts. The sensitive recluse who shrank from the

show and strife of the leadership, became bold and sufficient when

brother stood beside him, and friends grouped round the stern

hour before the challenged despotism. The area expanded at once

of knowledge, duty and energy. The Bush of Horeb, the vision

of the single eye, the secret of one bewildered heart, blazed in

flashing strength and conquering power through the forests of the

people, and wrought among the thousands, in their diversity of

natures, its manifold purposes. The kiss sealed the great corpo-

rate bond. Henceforth they were not their own. They knew not

" after the flesh." They emerged from individualism and cast

down its bower. They went forth men of the Church, and never

again sought place or honor, had thought or feeling, save as

identified with God's wandering hosts, the " tribes of the weary

foot,"and the sovereign purpose of Jehovah to redeem and sanctify

His Elect.

Clergy and Laymen ! brothers in the flesh, suffering together in
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The Apologue—Applies to Convention—And our whole Corporate Duty.

tlie bondage of sin and infirmity, oppressed by tlie " power tliat now

worketb in the children of disobedience," sons of tlie one dear

Mother cast out in sackcloth into the wilderness, the anointed by

God as the agents to deliver His people, the trained and endowed

by Him with your distinct gifts, experience and sensibilities, the

Lord hath said to each of us—it is His message to the churches

—

"Go into the wilderness to meet thy brother;" and ye have come

and met here on the mount of God—type and fragment of our

whole spiritual being—and " kissed each other." It is form and

throb of the whole life of the Church, this fellowship of social

greeting with the clasped hand ; the communion of AVorship, and

hallowed Sacrament; confession of the old unchanged Creed; the

one voice, " Our Father which art in Heaven;" the brotherhood of

Jesus, the God-Man, and the love of the Holy Ghost shed abroad in

the hearts. Ye know, brothers, this " hope of your calling," that

ye are" in consultation with God in His Church, and incorporated

in His plan for the deliverance of His people
;
ye hearken " to the

words of the Lord, and the signs which he has commanded," and

blend in a common energy of the natural and spiritual all the ties

and experiences of the past, for the dim conflict of the coming

time.

In this apologue we have the hints of our whole duty and

privilege, whether in the Congregation, the Diocese, or the collec-

tive Church, teaching the control of self, the blending in aflection,

the pledge of loyal fellowship, and the concentration of resources on

the direct work to which God's providence bids us. We are on a

fixed stand point, the " mount of God," with a defined work and a

prescribed spirit. We have vows upon us from the Font and the

Altar, some of us in the speciality of the Ministry, to bind us

through weal and woe to the interests of one great cause. We are
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Concert of Action—Spirit of Inviting and Diffusive Unity.

bound by the Church around us, and the divine life within us to

resist all counter interests to this, in deed or affection, and subor-

dinate our private being, in just measure of regard, to the commu-

nity of interest, and the compact of authority and love into which

we have thus entered. It is not the kiss of reconciliation, as if

there were discord and enmity, but the recognition of existent fel-

lowship, the holy salutation, token of family relations, which,

while they fold us in affection, commit us to the constant sacrifice

of self, and subordinate our individual being insensibly, and with

struggle, to the well being of others. It presents our two grand

aims : concert op action, and the spirit of inviting and

DIFFUSIVE UNITY.

The Concert of Action which I present is not, of course, any new

plan, a voluntary society, or the election of benevolent purpose,

and the formal agreement to do it. It is our Diocesan work ; that

which we have bound ourselves, one and all, to do, which must be

done by us, if done at all, and which will tax every generous im-

pulse and free-handed offering, over its large and still deploying

claims—the support and diffusion of the Church and its agencies

within this grand heritage of material resources, the State of Illinois.

God has set me here in an Office which I presume you all admit

to be a reality of headship, pastorate and stewardship. I know it

to be a place of oppressive responsibility, simply because of " the

care of all the churches." But it is not individual, not personal.

I can no more administer it on personal resources, than I can do

with my own voice, all the preaching within its borders, or dis-

tribute with my single hand, to all its sacramental needs. Whether

as Servant or Apostle, each is defined in a communion and fellow-

ship of relative duties, and my station, name, authority, labors,

trial and recompense are all determined, vitalized and fulfilled, as I
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Bishop's Position—That of Rectors and Parishes correlative.

am integral part with you in this Diocesan compact. You have a

right to tell me that I am not my own, that I belong to the Church,

that I cannot move and act in individualism ; that God and man

and my own assent have given me a specific and defined charge,

paramount to every other claim, even those correlative; and that

self-chosen efi"orts, even to do good, outside of this, may be sheer

neglect of the real, and involve a willfulness of private feeling im-

moral and condemning.

I admit this, Beloved, in every throb of my heart and conviction

of my judgment. But, is it not the same with each one of you

Ministers of the Diocese, and Rectors of its parishes. Members of

our congregations and families, " the households of faith" ? Is it

not the same with the corporate obligations of these Parishes which

have formally sought to be admitted into union with the Diocese,

for the purpose, and no other, than that the church-work in the

Diocese of Illinois might be done " with a long pull and a strong

pull and a pull altogether " ? Is it not the same as it goes down to

detail, with every baptized member of the Church and you claim

them, individually, or as they exist in family, or as they associate in

the Church, or as the ministers and parishes group in the Conven-

tion, that they are not their own in the willfulness of charity any

more than they are in the refusal of any charity at all ? They be-

long to the Church, they must help the Church through her

constituted channels, for her defined enterprises ', liberally as to the

Lord ; trustfully, as in the brotherhoood of souls ; and honorably, as

in Conventional bond. Differ we may then, in official degree, but

we are all alike in our vocation and miuistry, standing on this

" mount of God," and pledged to each other for the work of the

Diocesan Church. It cannot be doubted that there is abundant

means for all we have to do, if it is collected cheerfully and sys-
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Diocesan Concentration—Kvils if broken.

tematically, and directed steadily, and, for the present, almost

exclusively, to Diocesan work. If there be any difference as to the

administration of these trusts, it is certainly within the competence

of the Convention to correct evils, real or apprehended, and con-

duct the work with a spirit and on plans, which ought to meet the

hearty approval of all.

The temptation is very great to assume a congregational distinct-

ness, either from choice or necessity. The claims on benevolence

are large and extended, and the field of good works is all but in-

definite. I do not fault in principle any outgoing over this ex-

panse ; but, in practical wisdom and sober duty, in view even of

the ultimate power to spread ourselves out more widely, I cannot

but express the ccnviction that we should concentrate, for the

present, our energies at home, selecting, strictly, the objects and

the appointed channels within the Diocese ; developing new plans,

if expedient, and pressing every right effort and appeal to raise the

largest amount possible, for the immediate home demand. From

hearty, honorable identity with this enterprise of sustaining, train-

ing, and planting the Church of our love over the area of the

State, there should be no shirking, no claimed exemption. If a

single parish falters in this, whether on the ground of exempting

poverty, or in the pampered spirit of wealth and strength, there is

equally a '' missing link." the chain is broken, the loving bond of

sympathy and confidence is violated. There is an influence with-

drawn which multiplies itself in strange affinities beyond arithmetic

to compute. There is an example given which either stimulates

at the right moment to braver effort the weak or the cowardly, or

furnishes, by its self-willed delinquency, apology for the recreant,

and depression for the feeble.

I know that in all this I am uttering a " hard saying," and
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Individualism Renounced—St. Paul.

if I spoke witli the "tongue of an angel," subtle individualism

would answer with excuse, self would assert its lordship, and

indefinite negations largely defeat the results. The voluntary in

Church charity is analogous to the exercise of private judg-

ment in Church truth. There is the same incontestable risht,

but involving the same paradox in nature, antagonism and sub-

jection. It is a grand motive power, with its intrinsic forces

and boundless energies, but fulfilling its real purpose, only, as it is

mastered and controlled. It is subdued even to renunciation, and

then it becomes demonstrative and intense by that renunciation.

Look at Paul, he is our model minister, not more noble in his he-

roic unity, than precious in his moral dissection. As soon as he takes

commission to the Gentiles as a chosen minister, how he renounces

self, subordinates individualism, forswears private ends, and throws

^ himself out and overboard into the absorbing expanse of the Di-

vine will, the discovered purpose of Christ, and of human needs.

The first cry of the arrested nature, when abruptly reversed, which

had been crashing on in blind sufficiency, is, " Lord, what wilt

Thou have me to do V' Its inward change develops as " not his

own, but bought with a price." Its breadth of obligation is

" Greek and barbarian, bond and free." Its philosophy, " I am

crucified, dead and risen again. The old life gone, the new life

infused, until, as he looks around with its perception and con-

sciousness, " he knows no man after the flesh," not even Christ

himself. The former Saul is gone, the former self is renounced,

absorbed, destroyed. But, as we look, we see that Paul, in his real

self, has become more distinct and majestic. His individuality, by

being thus freely renounced, has become so large that he is singled

out from all humanity, and placed on a pedestal, around which

posterities have grouped in expanding wonder. This is individual
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Magnified by Renunciation—Spirit of Unity—Apostolic Age.

reality. "There is a soldier's courage; is there not a priest's ?"

You find it everywhere in the history of the Church, that the men

who have done the most, and stand out as the leaders in her ag-

gressive gain, are those who in their principles and work were

least consciously their own, were most subdued to exterior will

and direction, and yearned so naturally for the glory of Christ that

they were " changed into the same image." The mount of God in

the wilderness, while it blends all in loving heartiness for the pre-

cribed work, and defines it imperatively—so that self-will must not

arrogate, nor individual taste " rejoice in its boastings "—does never-

theless train, invigorate and bless the individual,'and prepare through

an unconscious dignity of sacrifice below, for the recognition

hereafter, singular among pluralities thousand times ten thou-

sand, " Well done good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy

of thy Lord."

The other great aim, not ours alone, but that to be worked out

by the Church, whether regarded as Catholic or Protestant, is

THE SPIRIT OF INVITING AND DIFFUSIVE UNITY.

The Church, in one sense, like her Head, is the same " yester-

day, to-day and forever," but she has always presented the variety

incident to her militant condition—her wilderness journey. We

classify the eras in her history by distinctive titles, as her spirit

and work have been shaped by peculiar providences ; and we recog-

nize the presence of the King by the swaying and guiding of every

condition, so fluctuating and distinct, into the one grand harmony

of " working together for good." We reverence the Apostolic

age, in its childlike faith and beautiful unity; the fountain age of

creed and liturgy, and resistless advance into heathenism "without

scrip or purse for the journey." Far on we come where corrup-

tion had accreted as the ark struggled through the storms, and
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Successive Ages—Reformation—Sectarianism.

despotism had throned itself with spiritual name, among the wrecks

and treasures of heathen Rome; when the corruption had to be

cleansed and the power resisted, and the inner life made free by

Reformation at all hazards. Along between these sundered ages,

history sets up the eras of Gnostic Philosophy, and the successive

heresies Novatian and Arian, of Nestorius and Eutyches; of

Monothelite and Iconoclastic ] the ages of darkness and of Hilde-

brand ; of the martyr witnesses of the Waldenses and WickliflFe

;

the Scholastic and Synodal, with all the minuter sub-divisions of

error and struggle, each of them with an inner life, which shaped

the work and tinged the saintship of the people of God.

The Reformation had, with its vigorous and productive protest,

and with the jealous dogmatic and scholastic conflict which suc-

ceeded the bold emancipation, ( in both which the two great

principles of authority and individual freedom hold fair balance),

the Reformation had an inevitable tendency to the subjective and

the individual. The Protestant element must weaken into nega-

tion, while the impulsive liberty of opinion becomes more lawless

and fragmentary. Traditional authority loses the ideal sway, and

it is at last recognized only as some government or hierarchy to be

resisted for conscience sake, or in an old ceremonial, obnoxious and

oppressive. Personal religion, with its awful sacredness, depths

so mysterious, and heights so giddy, pours a stream of intense life

into the private passion and public struggle, only to scatter the

wider, as it overleaps the barrier. Religious freedom cut loose from

Catholic authority, hopeless or defiant of organic unity, tends in-

evitably to revolution, contempt for authority and self-distruction,

and propagates on its way indefinite divisions.

Hence, the dominant phase of modern Christianity for good and

evil, has been and is Sectarianism, with all its energetic principles
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strength and Weakness—Tendencies to Discord and Reaction.

and noble willfulness; its earnest searchings and pitiful failures; its

subjective power to stir the affections; its stern intellect and passion-

ate impulses, with its cold and disheartened reactions ; its grand

contests with the moral evils of society, and ofttimes its sad failures;

its missionary sacrifices and conquests, bafiiedand frittered away by

internecine dissentions. Sectarianism, in the main, originates in

the yearning after or supposed attainment of higher good ; and

rests upon the conviction that the Church has abated some emo-

tional condition, or has obscured some dogmatic principle, lowered

some distinctive observance, or cramped some individual liberty.

It lies and operates generally within the domain of "Articles of

Religion," not in the holy inclosure of the Creeds, and hence, the

whole history of Sect is, in reality, an attestation to the fidelity of

the Church, as the " keeper and witness " of the truth, and the con-

servator of the simple terms of primitive communion. It exalts

opinion into principle, and then organizes the principle into party,

while the private judgment, vigorous and combined which energizes

its youth, dwindles into the subjective individuality, and repro-

duces new forms, more and more to be characterized as eccentric,

local and ephemeral. The temper produced by such divisions in

Protestant Christendom, whatever may be the cause, must be po-

lemic, discord, intense and protracted, involving the bitter strife of

the Sections with each other, as much as the common quarrel of all

with the Church, from which they cut themselves off. But in this

spirit, time necessarily produces essential change. The fresh con-

test and strife not only grows weary and inert, but the vitality of

Sectarianism itself fluctuates. The original topics of keen interest

fade out of memory ; the early forms of sharp separation are oblit-

erated ; the honest piety secretly bewails the disunion, and the

subjective conviction of loss and shame from a divided Protestant-
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Abatement of Sharpness—Union—Unity—Signs of-

i&m and a dishonored Gospel, impels naturally towards some com-

munity of benevolent work, and seasons of demonstrative Union.

The church-like strength of the larger sects infuses breadth and

dignity into the voluntary associations for the chosen work ; and

the divine blessing prospers the effort for evangelizing society, and

prepares minds and hearts, through_a conventional union, for the

Organic Unity. This, I think, is our era, the marked phase of the

Christian world. Around and abroad tokens exist of preparation

for concord, the longing of need, high reflection of christian chari-

ty, the discussion of the subject, direct and incidental, and this

in unlocked for quarters and forms, the demonstrative evils of a

negative Protestantism, thoughtful inquiry and heart hunger that

the sundered branches of the Catholic Church shall be drawn

closer together ; and that, by direct overtures of wisdom and love,

attention should be invited to the great bases of organic Unity, the

Apostles' and Nicbne Creeds, the historic Ministry, and the high ex-

pediency of Liturgical Worship. There is, at least, a groping after

fundamental principles, and the Church is able to exhibit kindly

and persuasively these organic laws ; she can manifest the broad

agreement and liberty of the universal Church, at the same time

that she explains and upholds the inflexible standards in Confession

and Ministry of a real Unity. We can teach and plead, not as

existing in a present modernism, nor as assuming that, as the

Episcopal Church of the United States, we have a right to claim

an absolute correctness, coercing identity with us in discipline,

worship and polity, but as going back with the rest to the Primi-

tive and Ante-Nicene age, willing to test everything essential by that

standard, and satisfied that, with agreement in the grand facts

dogmatic and ecclesiastical, there to be found established " ubique

" semjyer et ah omnibus^" discretionary polity and the expression of
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Position of Episcopal Church—Primitive and Ante-Nicene Age.

articles of religion," may be safely left to the judgment and

conscience of the different Christian bodies. There we shall be-

hold, if anywhere yet on earth, " the Woman clothed with the Sun,

treading on the Moon, and crowned with the twelve Stars ; the

Church clad in the robe of Christ's Righteousness, and having her

brows encircled with the starry diadem of Apostolic Doctrine and

Discipline." There, too, we shall breathe the spirit of inviting and

diffusive unity, and appreciate how every Seal opens with the cry,

„ Come and see ! " and the Spirit and the Bride say, Come, and he

that heareth joins the sweet call, and it echoes round until the

soul athirst receives it, and blends into the visible fellowship.

There we must find the living interpretation of the declared unity,

" They continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellow-

ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." In the commis-

sion from the Lord given to our Church in this land, it may be

taken as a banner motto, " Go into the wilderness and meet thy

Brother." The blessing will be upon us, if we take the command

into a gentle, loving and yearning breast ; if strong in the deep

conviction of our commission to uphold and spread the living Truth

and conservative Order, to withstand, on the one hand, popular con-

fusion and infidelity, and on the other the aggressive influence of

the Roman Church and Papacy, we ate consciously weak for its

execution \|ntil we can meet our brethren. We will go forth

in faith, though the way may be yet obscure, and the obstruc-

tions frowning, and long protracted still may be the issue, yet

sure at last that even in the militant Church, the brothers

" shall meet on the mount of God and kiss each other."

It was in this emotion of duty and privilege, that I put my

name to the " Declaration," which strange events in the Church of

England had drawn from her ten thousand Clergy, and which is now

gathering the thousand Brothers here in similar expression.
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" Declaration "—Decision of Privy Council—Effects of—

The decision of the " Privy Council " in the matter of the

" Essays and Reviews," has heen earnestly seized by all parties

who desire to cast reproach upon the English Church, or upon re-

vealed truth, each to advance its own dilFerent and even repellent

objects. The Liberal party welcome it as opening a latitude of dis-

cussion and opinion, made free from the responsibility and penalty

that guarded it before. The Romanists use it to extol the Papacy,

and its latent infallibility, as the final arbiter of doctrine. Dis-

senters hail it as an evidence of a licentious theological thought

and loose morality in the Establishment, which ought to dissolve its

pretensions as a national Church, and vacate its benefices for better

men. Passionate appeal is made, that honorable men should come

out of the Church as a Babel of theologies and morality. On this

side of the Atlantic it has been pressed into the service of rational-

ism and philosophic infidelity, and gloated on as the acknowledged

failure of Creeds and Articles. In various modes a large impres-

sion has gone forth that, hereafter, whatever may be the belief of

a majority in the Church in the fundamental truth of the Inspira-

tion of Holy Scripture, and of the perpetuity of future punish-

ment, they are open questions for individual opinion, beyond effec-

tive accountability to any tribunal competent for discipline. It is

inferred that the same fatal latitude might be extended to all the

heresies condemned by Catholic Christendom. \

It has been satisfactorily shown that the legal efi'ect of the de-

cision has no such malign breadth or destructive authority. The

language of the Council itself is explicit on that point, " that the

Court had no jurisdiction or authority to settle matters of faith,

or determine what ought in any particular to be the doctrine of

the Church of England." To us it appears, that, painful, con-

fused and damaging as the action of the Privy Council may
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Extent of Judgment—The Declaration—Signing of here.

practically be, it«n reality goes no further than to determine that

there was not evidence enough, technically, to convict the accused; a

common incident in our legal tribunals and criminal courts, but

not understood to justify an inference that libel or sedition, fraud

or murder, within the alleged extent, are venial and authorized.

But, if this be the true weight, logically, to be given to it,

popular feeling in the Church and out of it, hes been shocked and

excited. The religious mind of England was deeply stirred, and

it appeared that by suflfering these doctrines to be even indirectly

impugned, they might be practically impaired. Hence, with a

concord of thought and action, with a rush of united feeling, ten

thousand of the clergy at once signed a Declaration " that the

Church of England and Ireland, in common with the whole Catholic

Church, maintains, without reserve or qualification, the Inspiration

and Divine Authority of the whole Canonical Scriptures, as not

only containing, but being the Word of God; and further teaches,

in the words of our Blessed Lord, that the ' punishment ' of the

'cursed' equally with the life of the 'righteous' is ' everlasting.'
"

Whatever may be the critical judgment on its construction and

language, this is simply an expression of existent fact. It is un-

answerably so, and before any really Church tribunal in England

or any in our Branch of the Church, would be fully sustained, and

work the punishment of the unbelieving or delinquent Minister

who might throw discredit upon these truths in his public teach-

ing.

Hence when a proposal came to me that the Bishops should

adopt the same formula, and send back the Declaration of fact with

our signatures, thus far corroborative of its statement, and expres-

sive of our sympathy, I signed it gladly, without reserve or quali-

fication.

2
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Causes Spiritual and Temporal—Religious Effects of the Attack.

We have no constituted connection witli the State like that

established in England, nor any such anomalous and mixed tribunals,

but I am not assured that in the delicate relations of ecclesiastical

matters to civil tribunals as they may be held to involve constructive

rights of law or equity, or spring from religious property and en-

dowment, we may not be placed inferentially in a like predicament.

Our own experience has already shown |hat small pretence is suffi-

cient to traverse the line between causes spiritual and temporal, and

confuse the application of the principle " Laws ecclesiastical by

ecclesiastical judges." With all our substantial religious liberty

we are not entirely exempt from kindred exposure to civil decisions

of our Canonical laws, our ecclesiastical franchise, and our dog-

matic integrity.

The practical effects of this rationalizing movement, will, however

be favorable to the more earnest appreciation and defense of religi-

ous truth. It naturally happens that the fundamental principles of

our faith are popularly held and the effect of them realized, without

intellectual attention being immediately called to their intrinsic

importance, critical expression, or extent of correlation. But

when they are thus rudely assailed, million hearts are roused, in-

quiry is awakened, and thorough investigation given to the subject.

Tracts and books in large number have poured from the press; heir-

loom indifference has sprung up in keen defence when the title deeds

are questioned ; the pulpit and Christian education are permeated

with the theme ; and the militia of Christendom is inspired and

armed with intense patriotism, and marshaled strength. The force

of antagonism lying in reserve springs up to assert the sanctity of

the deeper principle which the majority may disregard.

We are, brethren, deeply concerned in these things, and they

naturally shape our present duty as Ministers and Laymen, dealing
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Our Exposure—Plenary Inspiration—Miracles—Personal God—The Church.

with Grod's Holy Word. We are far more exj^osed in this country

to the insidious effects of an abused critical and mechanical philo-

sophy, and the perversion of natural science, ramifying through

art, literature and public morals with the silent effect of malaria.

Rationalism with us, is a spontaneous growth from our luxuriant

liberty, and a fungus from our indolent impulses. From the un-

sanctified exegesis, the claptrap of the popular pulpit, the blasphemy

of our daily press and political speeches, to the light subjective

religionism which constitutes so much of the Christian reading, the

great tendency is, to bring the Bible into dishonor, and belittle it

into a repertory for good maxims ; to break down the sacred inclo-

sure of instinctive reverence, and open it as a broad Common where

we pick wild flowers, or dig healing roots, at our eclectic fancy or

need.

We, beloved, must try in every way to resist this popular demor-

alization, to cultivate the correcting spirit of humble and reverent

faith, to stand firm on the plenary Inspiration of the Word of God,

and claim from the supernatural authority a perfect obedience.

We must sustain its miracles, existent in an open and unbroken

series, as literally true, and absolutely necessary as such for the

authority of its moral truths. We must teach its awful mystery

made easy to the ear of the "little child," as it fits into every

fold of human sympathy—the Personal Grod—where we "behold

His glory " and " receive His fullness" on the familiar level of

heart for heart.

We must honor the Church in the beauty of its worship, the

simplicity of its teachings, the historic dignity of its belief and

discipline, the integrity of its testimony, the breadth of its Catholic

love, as the " keeper " of all holy things in its Liturgy, and the

" witness "of truth in the open Bible, the Holy Scriptures " written
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Present Claim on Ministers and Laymen—Systematic Exposition in Sermons.

for our learning" and constantly read in tlie ears of the people.

As Ministers we need more and more to realize and pray over the

appeal and pledges of our priestly ordination. The Laymen should

stand in demonstrative communion, preparing themselves by whole-

some reading and personal religion, to give the reason of the hope

that is in them in direct conflict with the crude and attractive

liberalism so cunningly furnished and garnished for popular se-

duction.

Prominent among all subsidiary means my own experience war-

rants me in pressing on the Clergy careful and systematic expo-

sition OF SCRIPTURE, in Weekly Lectures, the Bible Class, or

continued Sermons following in order all the verses of a selected

Epistle. In my own favored experience all these means have been

attained and proved successful. But I am well aware that services

during the week are sustained with difl&culty, or become impractic-

able in a majority of the parishes. Hence the last named may be

the principal refuge, and will be more healthy in its series of sacred

thought, and effective for instruction, than the popular grouping of

Characters, Women, Mountains and Rivers, which are now favorite

" sensation " topics, largely ideal and imaginative. I can assure

my Brethren of the Clergy that they will find the effort thus be-

stowed of close discriminating attention to any single Epistle, as,

for example the Ephesians, Colossians, G-alatians or Hebrews, of

essential value to their own nicer appreciation of divine truth ; that

the great doctrines will spread before them m new detail; that

single words and expressions, passed heedlessly in familiar reading,

will open treasures of beautiful and instructive thought ; the text

will be always the theme and not the motto of the sermon ; the

selection of subject, so often now embarrassing, will be made for

them by the order of the Spirit; and the relations of cardinal truth
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Benefits from—Moral Duty—Relations of Lifo—Historic Incidents.

spread wider and deeper into personal, domestic and social life.

Themes of moral duty, which it might seem abrupt for the Min-

ister to select and announce to the unprepared ear of the audience,

will become expected and natural when St. Paul leads on step by

step from the " Mystery of Godliness " and the " eternal purpose,"

to " lying and stealing, bitterness and wrath, uncleanness and covet-

ousness, filthiness, foolish talking and jesting, drunkenness and

works of darkness," of which it is a shame even to speak, but which

nevertheless are to be reproved in godly simplicity. The strange

grouping of these vices in Gospel morality will often of itself startle

the factitious moral sense of the world, and exhibit our venial in-

dulgences and petty failings that we lisp over as foibles, and chastise

with a laugh, in one and the same awful crowd of the degrading

and the damnable. Wives and husbands, children, servants and

masters, are each separated and addressed from the same standpoint

of the great Redemption ; and all the loves of our life, with its

humblest duties and widest distinctions, are drawn in their energy

and responsibility, the conflict and mystery, pettiness and contra-

diction, to the power of the Cross, and transfigured into the heavenly.

It thus compels us to appreciate and present "the whole counsel

of God."

Such expository preaching will embrace naturally the historic

account of the Book, the personal emotions and incidents of the

great writer, connect the abstract teaching with his personal

narrative, the city and the people where the missive first went,

the companions of his Apostolic work, the men and women lifted

into notice over the breadth of missionary travel, or in communica-

tion with the prisoner in Rome, so that the whole is vitalized for our

personal sympathy, and instinct with the glorious egoism of Paul's

humility or wrongs. My own experience has shown that thi§ form
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Farther Benefits of Expository Preaching—Official Acts.

of expository preacMng tends to make tlie hearers systematic in

attendance, create an anticipative curiosity for the coming themes,

induce profitable conversation on religious topics, provoke an appe-

tite for more systematic private reading of the Bible, impress

the memory with greater force, and supply an enduring asso-

ciation whenever a chapter is read, or verse quoted, of the Book

thus graven " line upon line." In many respects this will demand

minuter study and harder thought, critical reading of the original

text, and the grappling sometimes with what may seem a passage

not full enough for our purpose, or a subject of such reiterated

mention that we have exhausted ourselves upon it. It will tax the

best intellectual eflFort and taste to keep expository preaching at its

own true elevation, away from the abasement of paraphrase. But

I know of no wiser counsel to promulgate in the world wilderness

of materialism, and philosophy " falsily so-called," among its hard

worked people and " mixed multitudes," than that we should culti-

vate in our teaching and example the deepest reverence for the

whole Bible as the Word of Grod, feeling its Inspiration of God

whatever may be the difficulty of constructing a theory to explain

it ; accepting it as God speaking, hearing it as Christ preaching, re-

ceiving its supernatural as fact and its narrative as literal history

—

the whole as the accredited source of all revealed truth, and the

ever living fountain of the heart's faith.

OFFICIAL ACTS.

In presenting the record of my official doings for the year past,

"I retain the usual diary form, which, although somewhat more

egoistic than is pleasant to personal feeling, affords the best view of

the state of the Churches, and is most the convenient for future ref-

erence. I endeavor to keep myself constantly engaged, and allow

willingly no intermission or respite in the direct, though versatile
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Domestic Affliction—Trinity, Chicago—Rushvllle.

engagements of my office. But, this year, God has been pleased to

order passive discipline in place of the uniformity of health and

courage for the routine of work ; and secluding me in the chamber

of suffering and death, breaking up my domestic life, has cast me

in conscious helplessness into a strange and dreary responsibility,

with a lower tone of bodily strength and a far lower tone of reliance,

hope and courage. I not only have to show a defective record for

this year, but stand in the consciousness that never again perhaps

can I offer the resources, or devote the energies of past years. This

is uttered in the impulse of human feeling, and in that narrow view

of means and end into which we insensibly fall in measuring the

powers and gifts of our own lives. God needs not man or his efforts,

and hence it constantly happens that from the failure or removal of

agencies seemingly necessary. He is preparing more effective

influence and a larger blessing. There will be needed more patient

indulgence for my infirmities than ever before ; and from this sub-

ordinate appeal, as wHl as from the intrinsic claims themselves, I

may plead for a heartier and more concentrated Diocesan effort.

Trinity Church, Chicago : Sunday, September 7th.—I held

in this Church the Ordination of Mr. Pet^ Arvedson to the

Diaconate
;
preached on the occasion myself, and was assisted in

the services by Rev. Dr. Hawley, Messrs. Roberts, Smith and

Bredberg.

Christ Church, Rushville : Sunday, September 27th.—After

a lapse of more than ten years, during which all has lain dormant

in the Church interest in this place, I visited it in company with

Rev. Mr. Bruce, who had been officiating there for a short time

in hopes of resuscitating it. The Methodist church was offered for

our use, in which I preached twice, and administered the Holy

Communion, and confirmed six persons. We had here, from 1836,
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Diocesan Missions—T. B. Bryan, Esq.—St. Anne, Kankakee.

a consecrated edifice, which I found, to my regret, had been claimed

and sold, the amount appropriated by an individual, and was now

in use as a dwelling house. The parish was suspended from union

with the convention in 1859 from its eflfete state ; and although

there was much that was promising in the feeling and effort appar-

ent at the time of my visitation, I have apprehension still that

owing to its isolated position it may not be fully sustained.

October 7th.—In Chicago I presided in the first meeting of the

Diocesan Board of Missions ; it was fully attended, and one of great

life and animation. I fear, however, that the retrospect from this

close of the year inflicts upon each heart pain and disappointment.

Sunday, October 4th.—I went by invitation to officiate in a small

Chapel adjoining his residence at Cottage Hill, which Mr. T. B.

Bryan has fitted up, and in which, every Lord's day, he acts as

Lay Eeader, attracting to it a large body of his neighbors, and

laying judiciously the foundation of a permanent congregation. I

performed two full services, and administerecji^he Holy Communion.

Bishop's Church, Chicago : Sunday, Oct. 11th.—Preached

twice.

Sunday 18th.—Pyeached in the afternoon in my own Church,

and administered the Communion, in private, to a sick lady.

Saturday, October 24th.—Arrived at St. Anne, Kankakee

County, where the Rev. P. A. Juny was in charge of a small French

Congregation. I assisted in an evening service preparatory to

Confirmation.

St. Anne, Kankakee : Sunday, October 25th.—Read the Ser-

vice to the Creed, with the Lessons, the Ante-Communion and

preached ; after which I celebrated the Holy Communion, adminis-

tering the same to thirty persons. In the afternoon I, baptized

three infants, and catechized the children ; read Evening Prayer
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French Services—Public Thanksgiving—Rockford.

from the Creed, and the Confirmation office, laying hands on ten,

and made to them an Address. These services were all in the French

language, and were received with every appearance and expres-

sion of devout interest. Mr. Juny was sustained by the " American

Church Missionary Society," and his work having been then

recently rendered independent of similar efi"orts in Kankakee which

had failed, appeared to me to be satisfactory and encouraging. A
few months later the Society withdrew all support, and abandoned

the mission ; Mr. Juny returned to Kentucky with his family. I

receive pathetic letters from these sheep without a shepherd, but

am without any means of supplying their need, and saving them as

members of the Church. They must be scattered, and the large

expenditure end in utter failure. The responsibility is not ours.

Sunday, November 1.—Preached in my own Church in the

morning, and administered the Lord's Supper. In the afternoon

catechized the children.

Sunday, November 8th.—Preached in the morning, and in the

afternoon administered Infant Baptism.

November 12th.—Prepared a Pastoral Letter and appropriate

Service for the Public Thanksgiving on the 6th of November.

November 22nd.—Preached morning and evening in my own

Church ; and in the afternoon administered Baptism.

November 26th.—The day of Public Thanksgiving was observed

by the prescribed services in my church. I preached in the morn-

ing, and performed Divine Service in the afternoon.

First Sunday in Advent : November 29th.—Preached twice

in my own Church, with other services.

Administered the Hfly Communion in Bishop's Church.

Emmanuel Church, Kockford: December 7th, Sth.—The

service was held here on the morning of the Sth, intended to have
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Belvidere—Polo—Dixon—Bloomington.

been on the evening before, but I did not arrive in time, owing to

detention on the ears, I preached and confirnaed nine.

Trinity Church, Belvidere : December 8th.—Held an eve-

ning service, at which, and after sermon, confirmed eight. The

place was supplied at the time by the Rev. James McGowan,

deacon, whom I sent there during the vacancy. He remained unti

Easter, and then left, since that time no call has been made.

Efforts to pay the debt on the Church property, which was imposed

after the building was consecrated, have been since made, and, I

am informed, with success. The removal of this incumbrance, may

lead, I trust, to a revived confidence, and a more vigorous fulfilment

of corporate duty.

ZiON Church, Freeport : December 9th.—Held here an eve-

ning service, preached and confirmed nine. The interest is animated

and the congregation thriving.

Trinity Church, Polo : December 10th.—Mr. McGann en-

tered upon the charge of the Church here, immediately after his

ordination, and secured a gratifying interest. The Church is ad-

vancing, but I regret to say that Mr. McGann has been tempted

from it to a charge in Pennsylvania. I confirmed seven. The

Rev. George H. Jenks, from the same diocese, supplies the loss,

and is in the discharge of his duties, with satisfaction to the Church

in Polo.

St. Luke's, Dixon : December 11th.—The weather was not

favorable for my Visitation here. I found, however, a well-filled

Church, and confirmed six. Its esteemed Rector has since then

been in deep trial by the loss of his first-born son, with the army,

in the Red River Expedition.

St. Matthew's Church, Bloomington : Sunday, December

13.-—I found the Rev. Richard T. Kerfoot working with success,
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Decatur—Springfield—JacksonvilUe—Nativity.

and enjoying the confidence of his people. But since that time his

health has failed, and he has been obliged to resign, and retire for

the present from public duty. The day was stormy. I preached

in the morning and afternoon, and on the latter occasion confirmed

seventeen, an ample testimonial of the fidelity of the Pastor.

St. John's Church, Decatur.—Through this parish we have

gained the accession to the Diocese of the learning and experience

of the Rev. Dr. Totten, who accepted the Rectorship with the view

of carrying out the plan, entertained for some time by several

friends of the Church, for a Female Church School. This has been

successfully begun, and a building purchased, which constitutes a

parsonage, and to which additions are to be made this fall, rendering

larger and more convenient the accommodation of the School. Dr.

Totten is assisted by his daughters, and the Institution presents

just claims on the confidence and patronage of the Church. I

preached and confirmed one.

St. Paul's, Springfield : December 15th.—Held service here

in the evening, preached and confirmed yi^e.

Trinity Church, Jacksonville : December 17th.—I officiated

in this Church, and after sermon confirmed ^ve.

St. John's Church, Quincy : December 18th.—Preached and

confirmed ten, and stayed at the home of the Rector, which has

since been made desolate by the loss of the wife and mother, who

then so kindly welcomed me.

Festival of Nativity, December 25th.—The Bishop's Church was

richly decorated with Christmas greens, and I was favored with the

attendance of five of the Clergy ; I preached, administered the

Lord's Supper, and baptized two children.

Sunday, December 27th.—Preached in the morning.

Sunday, January 3rd, 1864.—Preached in the morning and
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Death and Funeral of Mrs. W.—Ordination of Dr. Reynolds.

administered the Holy Communion, and preached again in the

afternoon.

Epiphany, "Wednesday 6th.—Services held in the Church.

Sunday, January 17th.—Preached in the morning in my own

Church.

Monday, January 18th.—On this day a telegram summoned me

to the sick bed of my wife, then on a visit in Rochester. I remained

constantly there until the sickness closed in death on the evening of

Saturday, February 13th. The funeral service took place in St.

Luke's Church, where fifteen years of my life had been spent as

Rector, and several years of her's after our marriage. Dr. Claxton

the present Rector, Rev. J. W. Clark, Rector of Trinity Church,

formerly a valued clergyman of this diocese. Rev. Dr. Anthony

Schuyler, Rev. J. Foote, De Witt Clinton Loop, and Dr. Jackson^
,.,

of Geneva kindly conducted the services! Nothing could exceed' '

the affectionate attentions and unwearied sympathy shown to us

through this long trial.

The remains were carried to the Family Vault at Brooklyn, and

placed with those of my own parents. We returned to Chicago early

in March, and on Sunday, the fourth in Lent, I performed service

and baptized in my own Church.

During this period T preached four times in Rochester and

Brooklyn.

Bishop's Church : Wednesday, March 16th.—I held an ordi-

nation of William Morton Reynolds, D. D., a Candidate for Holy

Orders from the Lutheran Church, of which he had long been a

distinguished Minister. The Rev. Dr. Cummins did me the favor of

preaching on the occasion. Dr. Reynolds was presented by Rev.

Clinton Locke; and Dr. Chase, on a short leave of absence from his

army duties, assisted with other Clergy, in the services.
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Grace—St. James—St. John's, Chicago—St. George's Socieiy.

Grace and St. James, Chicago: Sunday before Easter,

March 20th.—Held a visitation in Grace Church in the morning

and St. James' in the afternoon, preaching and making Confirmation

Addresses in both. At Grace Church sixteen were confirmed, and

at St. James' twenty-four.

Monday, March 21st.—Commenced a course of Lectures in my

Church, on " The Seven Last Sayings of Our Lord," which I con-

tinued every day in Passion Week, holding service at 9.30 in the

morning, and 4 in the afternoon.

St. John's Church, Chicago : Good Friday, March 25th.

—

Preached, and confirmed tliirty-four in St. John's Church. This

building has been much enlarged and improved. In the afternoon,

lectured at my own Church, and administered the Sacrament of

;i- Adult Baptism to Jive persons.

Easter Eve, Saturday.—In the morning I performed the Sacra-

ment of Infant Baptism, and in the afternoon that for Adults—fin-

ishing the Lent Lectures.

Easter Sunday.—My Church was crowded in every part. I

preached, confirmed twenty-one, and administered the Sacrament to

nearly two hundred persons.

In the afternoon, at the request of St. George's Benevolent

Society, I dedicated with religious services the portion of ground

owned by them in Rosehill Cemetery. There was a large assembly

conveyed on a special train of cars, numbering, it was said, over six

hundred ; appropriate religious services of Consecration were per-

formed in which I was assisted by Rev. J. Wilkinson, after which

I made an Address. The Burial Office was then used, and five

bodies committed to the ground which had been retained in the

Receiving Vault of the Cemetery. The solemnities were impres-

sive ; and, from the time of our leaving the Depot to the close,

«0
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St. Ansgarius—Attempt on Property Defeated—Prayer Book Translated.

the large assembly was quiet and reverent. I have seldom been

engaged in a public service more impressive and influential.

On my return to tlie city I fulfilled an appointment for the Scan-

dinavian Church in charge of Rev. Mr. Bredberg j confirming six,

and administered the Holy Communion. In the evening I was at

my own Church.

Since that time the afiairs of the corporation'of St. Ansgarius

have been happily settled. For some years past efi"orts have been

making to alienate the property from its legitimate object, and

absorb a portion of it, at least, for the use of an anomalous

form of " City Mission." To accomplish this, various means have

been tried, by which the Scandinavians have been divided and

agitated and the Convention disturbed by conflicting claims of

delegation. The efi"ort to acquire possession of the property for

purposes foreign to its real endowment, was at last pressed into the

Courts by an application for an Injunction. The result, however,

has been to decide favorably for the Scandinavians, all the pending

questions, and vest the property strictly and entirely in their hands.

The Trustees, with the unanimous approval of the Congregation,

have called Reverend Jacob Bredberg as Rector, and worship

in the Swedish tongue is regularly conducted. I have been

successful in having published for their use, of the Order for

Morning and Evening Service, the Litany and Communion Office,

principally translated by Mr. Bredberg, and intended to supply the

want of liturgical form under which they have hitherto been,

until the proper authorities of the Church shall set forth a trans-

lation of the whole Book of Common Prayer, Sacraments and

other Offices, or make arrangement sanctioning the Swedish

ritual. The Collects, Epistles and Gospels correspond with those

in use in Sweden. In the expense of this book, kind assistance
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Lockport—Joliet—Death of Dr. Cheney—Inatitution of Dr. Cammins.

has been given me by several laymen, and the Rectors of Grace

and Trinity Churches.

St. John's Church, Lockport : Monday, March 28th.—I vis-

ited this place, now under the Rectorship, with the Church in

Joliet, of Rev. C. A. Gilbert ; I preached, and confirmed tvco. In

the evening I performed the same duty in Christ Church, Joliet,

when the number confirmed was fifteen.

First Sunday after Easter—Preached twice in my own

Church. In the afternoons of the Lord's Day, whenever in the

city, I have attended the Sunday School, and instructed a class of

young ladies who had been the anxious and loved charge of my

wife. For many of them her desires had been fulfilled, and they

had been received as members of the Holy Communion. The re-

mainder, I trust, will soon be prepared for the same, and this por-

tion of her devout work be thus far finished.

Second Sunday after Easter—Preached in the morning.

After church administered the Communion at the bedside of Dr.

L. P. Cheney, one of the earliest friends of the ^' Church of the

Atonement," and a faithful and devout member of the Bishop's

Church, to which he was a liberal contributor. His mind was

stayed in peace, and continued so until his decease on the 28th of

April. His funeral took place on Sunday, May 1st, attended by a .

large concourse of his friends and citizens anxious to pay the

tribute of respect to his professional standing and private worth

;

but to my regret, being absent from the city, I was not able to

attend it.

Trinity Church, Chicago: Sunday, April 17th.—I instituted

the Rev. George Cummins, D. D., as Rector of this parish, the

sermon was preached, at my request, by the Rector himself.

Wednesday, April 20th.—I received from the Standing Committee



Bi Bishop's Address.

Frederic C. Whitehouse a Candidate—Not one from Chicago before—Appeal.

the recommendation on personal knowledge, of my son Frederic

Cope as a candidate for Orders ; lie is pursuing his studies in the

General Seminary.

I cannot tut call attention to the fact that there has not been a

single Candidate from a Chicago parish directly trained in the same

during my Episcopate. I know not that this, can be called

properly an exception to the statement, or a more recent one, the

son of a well known family, who has received his training and been

absent for many years at Racine. Is not this a fact 'of serious re-

buke and anxious thought for the Clergy and for parents ? It is

easy to assign natural reasons why as a profession the ministry

should not be attractive to young men seeking their place in life.

There is a class, indeed, to whom admission to it by beneficiary

eflfort is a social elevation, and thus secures for the recipient a con-

ventional rank to which he could probably never have aspired by

other means. This is one of the admitted difficulties in our

efforts for recruiting the Ministry, and needs to be wisely and

jealously observed. But whenever there is reasonable start in

life and resources of education, and the young man feels that he

can exercise a choice, then the influence of the secular occupations

domineers over the spiritual to the extent of excluding the claim

, from a chance of being considered before mind or heart. It is

never thought of. It is out of the question. Who can be sur-

prised that looks over the vast attractive area of social enterprise,

business gain, and the manifold rewards for intellect in the service

of the world, enough to stimulate all passionate desire, and fill with

the highest visions of honor, influence and enjoyment? Who can

wonder that young men hesitate to devote themselves to an irre-

vocable course, and pledge beyond recall their all of life, whea

there is so little to attract the attention, stimulate the desires, and
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Erils Affecting the Miniatry—Claims for the Increase of.

recompense tte efforts as men count success ? What the natural

aspect is we must all feel ; and deep down in many a sad and dis-

appointed heart of the Ministry springs again and again the appre-

hension that there was a fatal mistake for life when its vows were

assumed. There are wretched defects in our support of the

Ministry ; in the low dependence upon popular caprice to which it

is abased ; in the absence of general reverence for it as an Order of

Divine appointment; in the humiliating shifts to which it is often

reduced to meet popular favor; in the casting away in the time of

age; in the deficiency of resolute fellowship, and loyal brother-

hood, and conscious nobility in the Priesthood itself to shield and

cheer. These evils do exist, this unearthly form does pertain to it,

these renunciations and endurances are practically real, and over the

new, impetuous West, defiant of the '' old paths," and pioneering

as if nothing were settled of social or religious principle, we meet

them in forms more raw, and hard, and powerful than elsewhere.

But what then ? Admit them all, in strength and violence, in

delusion and subtlety, as a fearful antagonism to what is God

appointed and God sustained—Do we mean to yield to them ?

If you say, No, as I am sure you do, then I ask, and beg you to

ask, why there is no recruiting for the Ministry in our Churches,

why decades of years go on and among communicants by hundreds

and worshippers by thousands, not a single individual is moved and

won to enter the service of Christ and His Church as a " preacher

of righteousness." The necessity for an increase of the Ministry

is pressed on the Church from all places. Bishops in their dio-

ceses, old and new, the dark places of our huge cities, and the

scattered homes and villages of the reclaimed wilderness, the ag-

gressive missionary charge into home and foreign heathenism,

the supply of the wear and tear of parochial life, the swift and

3
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Candidates to be Sought and Won by Pastoral Influence.

gigantic plans of Christ hastening to consummation, all call aloud,

and the voice is uttered and echoed in every tone, "Laborers,

Laborers, for the Vineyard ! " And in the meantime the sun

mounts higher, and the hidden energies of Providence and the

Holy Spirit work, and Time rushes on to the absorbing Eternity, and

whitened harvest fields mature in silence, corrupt in decay, and

become vast masses of putrid death, while the world will not

release a fraction of its mighty army of youth and talent, the

Church will not pray in the groaning of intercession, the Ministers

will not magnify their office in holy beauty, the Pastors are dumb

in the pulpits and homes of their flocks on the want and the claim,

timid aspirations in the young soul are suppressed for lack of

sympathy, desires are smothered, because hopeless of fostering help,

the light of Catholic truth glancing into honest and inquiring

minds of Sectarianism is hidden, and the Church stands in pitiable

pretence before the keen wisdom, the lavish resources, ardent

enterprise and practical success of the world.

From this want and woe, broad and appalling, the many causes

to which they may be attributed, and the varied agencies through

which the lofty work is to be vindicated from dishonor, and ex-

panded in strength, my aim in this hasty appeal from the stand-

point of a fact, that the large and vigorous Churches of the Piocese,

the fountains of benefaction, influence and example, have not found

in thirteen years a single son trained at their altars to wear the

Ephod and stand a ministering priest—my aim is to separate that

one Pastoral influence, and ask its direct, conscientious, manly and

liberal efi"ort to bring young men to realize the claims of the Min-

istry. I appeal to them to fasten it on the consciences of fathers

and mothers whose sons are growing up around them, to urge it

from the Pulpit, the Sunday School and in pastoral visits ; to draw
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affectionately towards youthful piety, in order to direct its aims,

stimulate its desires, sustain diffidenqe and guide the heart in the

searchings and struggles so vague and yet so deep. I ask in the

name of the suffering Church, and the Levitical claims of God

upon it, that the Pastors of the Diocese will recognize and "supply

this lack of service." Seek and find the men for the living and Divine

Ministry, offer and sustain your quota of recruits for its ranks, and

from the noble thousands ready for the field of the country's strife,

redeem a few as standard bearers for Christ, to be trained and

consecrated to His sacramental use.

On the fourth Sunday after Easter 1 consecrated Trinity

Church, Chicago, to the service of God, the debt having been

fully paid which had prevented its earlier dedication. The sermon

on the occasion was preached by Rev. N. H. Schenck, D. D., Rector <

of Emmanuel Church, Baltimore ; and the large Offertory started

the new enterprize, now verging to a successful completion, of a

Parsonage.

In the evening of the same day I held a visitation of the Church

OP THE Holy Communion and confirmed eleven. The sermon was

preached at my request by Rev. Henry Safford, of Michigan.

On Sunday, May 1st, being in Brooklyn on occasion of a marriage

in the family, I preached and administered the Holy Communion

in Grace Church, Brooklyn Heights.

Sunday, May 8th.—Again in my own Church, where I preached

morning and evening, and attended in the afternoon the funeral

of a young lady—who " died in the Lord "—after a slow and suffer-

ing decline.

Trinity Church, Rock Island : May 9th.—This congregation

has been supplied by Rev. Robert D. Brooke, from Davenport,

Iowa, whose services have been effective. He assisted on the
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occasion of my Visitation and presented one for Confirmation. The

evening was rainy and the congregation was not large.

Grace Church, Rock Island Co. : On the morning of the

10th, I rode to Preemption, where Rev. Mr. Sayres has worked on

for several years in great self-denial. I preached, confirmed three,

and administered the Holy Communion.

Trinity Church, Geneseo : May 11th.—I found here a parish

without a Rector, Mr. Goodale having resigned—but it is in en-

couraging vigor. I preached in a upper Hall, but a chaste and

suitable Church is now completed, and the Rev. William Green,

from Wisconsin, has accepted its Rectorship.

Christ Church, Ottawa : May 12th, was devoted to this con-

gregation, where I always find a crowd of attentive worshippers,

and the influence of its churchly and faithful Rector. The building,

though large, is not worthy of the age and weight of the Parish

;

but their means, as yet, have been hardly adequate to the heavy

expense of replacing it with a better. I preached, and confirmed

eleven.

St. Andrews', Farm Ridge : Rev. Mr. Benedict accompanied

me the next day to this rural parish, where I confirmed three after

sermon, and baptized the infant daughter of the Rector. This is

one of those places of quiet humble labor, the record of which is

with the All-seeing, and to which for His sake talent and gifts of

no ordinary value are meekly appropriated.

The morning of Whitsunday, May 15th, was given to my own

Church, where I kept the feast, preaching and celebrating the

Lord's Supper. In the afternoon I took again my usual Bible

Class duty ; and in th« evening preached, and confirmed twenty-

three persons, with an Address, in Trinity Church, Chicago.

On Monday, May l€th, I went to Peoria, having convened there
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a meeting for consultation of tlie Trustees of Jubilee College. It

was attended bj all except two, Dr. Chase being, to our great regret,

absent with the army. It continued through the next day, and with

free and informal discussion, there was entire unanimity in approving

still the plan of dividing its departments and locating them, as soon

as practicable, which I presented in full in my Address of 1862.

The prospects were then very encouraging of opening at once the

Female Department at the present Collegiate site ; of occupying

for the Academic the Block of ground vested in me in trust by

Mr. Burkitt, in the north part of the City of Peoria; and of con-

necting the Theological Department, for the present at least, with

the Bishop's Church in Chicago, where the assistance of competent

Clergymen could be obtained for the instruction and training of the

students. After much negotiation we have been disappointed by

the withdrawal of the Clergyman and his family from the work, for

which they were well adapted, and, we considered, most providen-

tially led and inclined. The opportunity, however, remains. This

great work of Christian and Ministerial training is offered to us

in earnest and tangible forms. Means are provided which would

be good and prolific seed, if prudently cultured, of a successful in-

crease. Nothing is wanting but that which should be expected to

spring spontaneously from our duty and impulse, the combined

purpose of the Rectors and Churches to effect it. The Bishop is

helpless. The Trustees are disheartened. The work falls under

indefinite suspicion aud reproach. Its available resources are un-

employed ; and the practical economical occasions which God's

Providence offers are forfeited, in face of an indifference which

ignores the whole, prejudices from the adverse history of the long

past, and the drafting of gifts and honor and personal influence to

kindred plans in other Dioceses. Xo characteristic need of our
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Appeal for Jubilee College—Consecration of St. James'—Christian Unity.

Churcli is more vital and distinct than Religious Education, whicli

shall sustain and develope the life and training which begin at the

Font, to bring up our young " in the nurture and admonition of the

Lord." If now for the first time the subject were brought before

you, and from your age and resources as a Diocese, the large number

of sons and daughters sent away to remote parts, or committed to

the training of the Romanists, I were to propose the foundation and

endowment of Institutions for both sexes adequate to the resources

and the need, and I pleaded for their immediate creation—sure

I am that it would be accounted a noble object of a Bishop's appeal,

and a worthy claim to the generous sympathy and intelligent exer-

tions of the Pastors and Laity. Oh, how much more should

the subject challenge this response, practical, resolute and imme-

diate, when it comes to us with the present actual endowment?

the past trust, the devout labors, and heart sacrifices which have

hallowed " Jubilee" for posterity, and given it as an legacy of blessing

for ourselves, and a power which we can enlarge as well as per-

petuate. Shall this all come to nought, perish and be wasted, with

our honor and duty and love stigmatized, and even foreign friends

crying—" What meaneth this waste ?"

On Thursday, May 19th, the imposing ceremony took place of

the Consecration of St. James Church in this city, in which I was

favored with the presence of the Bishops of Wisconsin and Michi-

gan, and a large number of Clergy attended from Michigan, Ohio,

Wisconsin, and New York, as well as from our own Diocese. The

sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Littlejohn, of Brooklyn, N. Y.

In the afternoon a meeting was held of conference on the subject

of "Christian Unity," and the eiFort making in that direction by

the organization of a Society in New York. I presided, and the

able discussion by the clergy present covered a large ground of

suggestive thought and appeal.
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First Sunday after Trinity, May 29tli.—I preached in my own

Church in the morning, and in the evening visited the Church op

THE Ascension, Chicago, preached and confirmed seven. The

advance of this congregation under its present Rector is striking

and gratifying.

Naperville, June 1.—This day I laid here with proper ser-

vices the corner-stone of a Church, having been prevented froni

doing so the previous day, by heavy rain. After evening prayer,

in the usual place of holding service, conducted by Rev. C. A.

Grilbert and Rev. E. DeWolf, I delivered an Address; and the con-

gregation going in procession to the site, the stone was laid with

prayer and praise. The Church is nearly completed, and is favor-

ably situated on a lot given by the late Capt. Sleight, whose sudden

death, followed closely by that of Mrs. S., deprives the parish of

valuable friends.

Sunday, June 5.—Performed all the services in my own Church,

morning and afternoon, reading prayers, preaching and adminis-

tering the Communion. In the evening I preached and confirmed

two, and addressed the candidates in the Church oe the '' Holy

Communion," Chicago, a second visitation.

Tuesday, June 9.—I fulfilled an appointment for the places

ministered to by Rev. Peter Arvedson, Deacon, in Kane County.

Mr. Arvedson met me at Elgin, and we rode to Dundee, where I

held service in the Baptist House of worship, kindly offered by

them for my use. I baptized three children, one of them the infant

of Mr. Arvedson, preached and confirmed yii;e.

In the evening I officiated for the congregation of St. John's,

Algonquin, in a large Hall of the hotel ; there were no candidates

for Confirmation. The persevering and devoted efibrts of Mr.

Arvedson during a long period of lay services, promise to attain a
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result of gratifying success in the erection of an appropriate church,

which we hope will be ready for use before winter. It will be the

only place of public worship in the town. We shall also purchase

the Baptist place of worship in Dundee, which is offered on mod-

erate terms.
,

Sunday, June 12.—I conducted full services in my own church,

and preached morning and evening, spending the afternoon with

the Sunday School and Bible Class.

Sunday, June 19th.—Read prayers and preached all day, baptized

three children, attended the Sunday School, and before evening

service celebrated a marriage in the Church with a crowded assembly.

The Right Rev. Dr. Anderson, Bishop of Rupert's «Land,

spent this day in the city, arriving late on Saturday night. I did

not know of his Lordship's arrival until too late to secure his fraternal

assistance in the House of God, but the next day enjoyed his society

in private intercourse, which deepened my regret at the loss of his

earnest missionary narrative, and godly instruction for my people.

Sunday, June 26th.—The full routine of service as before in the

" Bishop's Church."

Sunday, July 3rd, Sixth Sunday after Trinity.—Conducted the

services as on the previous four Sundays, and administered the

Holy Communion. In the afternoon. Infant Baptism.

Friday, July 8th.—On Thursday the examinations were con-

ducted in the Church, of three candidates for the Priesthood in

the presence of, and assisted by a number of the Clergy, and on

Friday morning I ordained Rev. Erastus DeWolf, Rev. Jonas

GrREEN, and Rev. Byron McGtANN. The Candidates were pre-

sented by Rev. Charles A. Gilbert, and the sermon was preached

by Rev. Roswell Park, D. D., Principal of Emmanuel Hall, a valu-

able and successful Institution of Christian learning, to the
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foundation and conduct of which Dr. Park has consecrated his

eminent scholarship and experience. A noble accession to our

educational strength.

Sunday, July 10th.—Kead prayers and preached in the morning,

and in the afternoon was favored with a visit from the Bishop of

Kentucky who kindly preached for me.

Tuesday, July 19th.—Made a second visitation of EMiftANUEL

Church, Kockford, preached in the evening and confirmed fo%ir,

and the next morning a woman, dangerously sick, in private.

Grace Church, Galena : "Wednesday, July 20th.—From

Kockford I went to Galena, where, as always, my welcome was most

cordial ; a thronged and attentive congregation, the church decorated

with flowers, and, best of all, thirteen carefully prepared and influ-

ential persons presented for the " laying on of hands."

St. John's Church, Kewanee : Thursday to Saturday, July

21st to 23rd.—I spent in Kewanee where I found the Rev. A.

E. "Wells, the former pastor. On Friday morning, assisted by him,

I held service in the Church, administered the Holy Communion,

after an Address; and in the evening after prayers, confirmed yiz;e.

This Church is without a Pastor ; and is for the present troubled by

an unexpected claim of indebtedness, which, however, I trust may

be soon satisfactorily adjusted. This has since been arranged on a

basis suggested at my visit, with great honor to the liberal spirit of

the claimant.

Sunday, July 24.—Read prayers and preached in the Bishop's

Church, with the other usual afternoon engagements, when at home.

Sunday, July 31.—The same.

"Wednesday, August 3.—I held the examination of Oscar B.

Thayer a candidate for the Ministry from the Methodists. Rev.

Messrs. Foster, Osborne, Freeman, Labagh and "Wells being present,

and also acting as Examiners.
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Fast Day Services—St. Luke's—Chicago Churches.

Thursday, August 4.—This was the Fast Day recommended by

the Civil Authority, and services appropriate were held morningand

afternoon in my Church, Connected with those of the morning

was the Ordination of Rev. Oscar B. Thayer to the Diaconate.

Rev. John Foster preached the sermon and presented the candidate.

Mr. Thayer has gone to Sterling, Whitesides County, where a

church ftrganization has been effected under very favorable aspect.

Sunday, August 7th, I was alone in the services of my own

Church, which I fulfilled morning and evening, administered the

Holy Communion, baptized three Children, and performed the

Burial Service in the Church over a deceased Communicant.

Wednesday, August 10th.—Gave my official consent according

to the Canon for the organization of a new Parish on the north side

of the River in this city, in the southwest portion, to be known as

St. Luke's. This is the twelfth Episcopal Corporation in Chicago

;

nine of which have Church Buildings, and five of them Parsonages.

They are at present well distributed for our population—^besides the

Scandinavian—three on the North side, four on the South, and

four on the West side. There is, however, still unoccupied area,

which, with a small capital of assistance from the large and estab-

lished parishes, could be successfully engaged. With the existing

advance and condition of this metropolis there ought to be an Epis-

copal Church built each year for some time to come. With hearty

and united purpose it could be done successfully, and nothing be

withdrawn which is rightly due to the rest of the Diocese. Practical

concentration and business energy could do it and more—Gud has

entrusted ample means.

Christ Church, Chicago : Thursday, August 25th.—I laid the

corner stone of the Stone Edifice erecting for Christ Church in the

Bouthern part of Chicago. It will take the place of the wooden
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building hitherto occupied, and a few months since materially

damaged by fire. The Services consisted of Evening Prayer, an

Address from myself, and the proper forms at the Corner Stone, to

which the Clergy and Congregation moved in procession.

St. Jude's, Tiskilwa : On Saturday I went to Tiskilwa, and

on the morning of Sunday, August 28th, officiated for the Parish

of ZiON Church, Providence, (with St. Jude's, Tiskilwa,)

under the charge of Kev. F. B. Nash. There was a full and at-

tentive congregation
j four were confirmed.

In the afternoon, the worship was in Tiskilwa, where I preached

and confirmed one, and also baptized an infant son of the Rector.

"Wednesday, August 31st.—I admitted and ordained to the

Priesthood, Rev. William M. Reynolds, D. D., in the Bishop's

Church. The Candidate was presented, and the sermon preached,

by the Rev. Clinton Locke; and the Rev. Messrs. Osborn, Wells,

Gierlow and Waterbury assisted in the Service.

St. John's, Algonquin : Friday, September 2nd.—^I v^ited

Algonquin, and while there, in addition to the other offices, I laid

the Corner Stone of a Church to be built from plans by T. V. Wads-

kier, and which (as before stated) will, when finished, be the only

House of Worship in the town. The attendance was large and

encouraging. I delivered an Address and availed myself of the

occasion to administer the Holy Communion, of which fifteen were

partakers.

Sunday, September 3d.—Assisted in the Service and adminis-

tered the Communion in my own Church.

Christ Church, Waukegan, Tuesday, September 6th.—I vis-

ited this Church, now under the charge, for the last seven mouths,

of Rev C. H. Van Dyne, late of St. Stephen's, in this city. After

sermon four were presented for Confirmation. Mr. Van D. is
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administering the Parish with prudence and diligence, and its state

is united and prosperous.

Sunday, September 11th.—In the afternoon of this day I held

in my own Church a Supplemental Confirmation for the year, at

which the Clergy of the city are invited to be present and bring with

them such Candidates as may be prepared and anxious for the rite.

Eleven were confirmed on this occasion, two from St, Stephen's

Church, the remainder from my own. Seven Clergymen favored me

with their services, and the Rev. S. Russell Jones preached the ser-

mon. Among the Clergymen present were three from other Dio-

ceses. I am in hopes that this will grow into a fixed event, and

attract the interest of the city Clergy as a simple but beautiful

illustration of our organic unity.

The Bishop's Church.—The record of this last act, designed

to group tke city Churches in a closing Confirmation for the year,

in the Bishop's Church, as far as their need or inclination may

prompt, leads naturally into such statement as I have to make of

its condition and statistics. As a Building, it stands more com-

plete than it was last year ; and the Scriptural decoration which I

then described, is now inscribed on wall and window in its intended

significance. It was hoped that larger improvement still might have

been in progress in the Chapel to be built along its Eastern transept.

This was part of the original plan, but by the sympathy of friends

it is proposed that it shall take place and shape as " Memorial" of

the active Christian taken from my own home. Plans in efi'ective

taste have been prepared, but the heavy advance in labor and ma-

terials, and the unsettled prices of both, have prevented us from

attempting the erection of it. I trust that I may live to complete

it ; because, beyond its precious ideal for me and mine, it will be

of great value to the congregation and the Convention. Besid'es
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the Chapel proper, it embraces a large Ptoom where we may safely

bestow the theological library now at Jubilee College, which we

may use as place for Divinity training, and other needs of the

Church in so large a city. The Chapel will be convenient for the

business purposes of this body. It will furnish a large addition to

the accommodation of Sunday worshippers as it is thrown open into

the Church; and, when shut off, become the place of weekly services,

daily prayer, and an open sanctuary where individual devotion, hin-

dered at home, may withdraw as to the retirement of a Closet. I wait

on God in conscious unworthiness, that he will permit me to rear

this House in His Name, and thai he will supply from Christian

beneficence the means of doing so. The material change in the

administration is the loss of my valued and efficient chaplain, Rev.

John Wilkinson, who has accepted a Eectorship which severs him

from this Diosese as well as from myself. Being debarred from a

long visitation during the heat of summer, I have enjoyed my

pastoral care, and have myself filled the whole duty for the four

months. I hope soon, however, to have proper assistance, as with

all its interest and pleasant association, I shall always subordinate

my localized pastorship to the preferred claims upon me of the

" care of all the Churches." The general statistics have no

materially varied, and I am not able to verify them with strict

accuracy in the small changes, numerically, that may have recently

occurred. I think that all these have increased and the round

numbers may be estimated as at least

—

Families, one htmdred and ji^fty.

Individuals, fifty.

Communicants, say two Tixindred and fifty.

The whole number on the list is three hundred and one; thirty

three have left as known, and five have died; which would make

the present number two hundred and sixty. three.
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statistics continued—Obituary of Rev. Geo. S. Porter—Diocesan Board.

The Holy Communion lias been administered twenty-one times in

public, and several times in private.

Baptisms—Infants, by the Bishop, twenty-eight.

" by the Chaplain, eleven.

" by the Rev. Dr. Fitch, two. Forty-one.

Adults, by the Bishop, seven.

'' by the Chaplain, one. Total, forty-nine.

Confirmed, thirty.

Marriages—By the Bishop, nine.

By the Chaplain, ji?ve. • l^oisX, fourteen.

Burials—By the Bishop, nineteen.

By the Chaplain, eleven. * Total, thirty.

OBITUARY.

One of our Clergy has been removed by death : Rev. GrEORGE S.

Porter. Mr. P. graduated from the General Seminary in New York,

came to this Diocese from "Western New York in 1853, labored

assiduously in several Missionary Stations, but his health failing,

he removed to Jubilee College, and for some time attended to the

boarding of a portion of the students. He retired to a farm in

the neighborhood of Princeville, and continued to work in his

Ministry as occasion ofi^red. God called him to endure much

bodily suffering, from which he was released on with his last end

full, I am informed, of hope and peace.

The list of our Missionary Stations and appointments is as follows

:

DIOCESAN BOARD.

CoLLiNSViLLE : Rev. Robert Trewartha, resigned.

Dixon : Rev. James W. Coe.

DuQUOiN, Carbondale and Jonesboro : Rev. William Brittain.

Farmington : Rev. John Benson.
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Geneseo and Cambridge: S. Goodale, resigned. Rev. TV.

Green, appointed. ,

Geneva and St. Charles : Rev. George C. Street.

Lee Centre and Amboy :

Marengo : Rev. J. Caucli.

Morris : Rev. James McGowan.

Peru and LaSalle : Rev. Matthew McGill.

Pekin :

Paris and Shelbyville : Rev. J. B. Pedelupe.

Warsaw : Rev. W. Reynolds, D. D,

Scandinavian Mission, St. Ansgarius : Rev. J. Bredberg.

domestic COMJnTTEE.

Carlinville and Chesterfield : Rev. D. W. Dresser.

Wilmington : Rev. E. DeWolf.

Gillespie, and parts adjacent ; Rev. Thomas W. Mitchell.

Illinois Central R. R. : Rev. J. Wesley Osborne

Preemption : Rev. George Sayres.

Decatur : Rev. Silas Totten, D. D., LL. D.

Kewanee :

Kankakee : Rev. Charles A. Albert.

CHANGES in THE CLERGY LIST.

The following Dimissory Letters have been given and accepted.

November, 1863.—Rev. E. P. Wright to Ecclesiastical authority

of Ohio.

November, 1864.—Rev. A. J. Warner, to Ecclesiastical au-

thority of Ohio.

May, 1864.—Rev. C. H. Williamson, to Ecclesiastical authority

of Ohio.

June, 1864.—Rev. John Wilkinson, to Ecclesiastical authority

of Wisconsin.
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July, 1864.—Rev. Byron McQann to Ecclesiastical authority

of Pennsylvania,

August, 1864.—Rev. Joseph M. Waite, to Ecclesiastical

authority of New Jersey.

Total Six.

Clergy received with full Credentials.

Rev. Silas Totten D. D., LL. D., from Ecclesiastical authority

of Iowa.

Rev. Thomas Lyle, from Ecclesiastical authority of New Jersey.

Rev. Thomas W. Mitchell, from Ecclesiastical authority of

Ohio.

Rev. George H. Jenks, from Ecclesiastical authority of Penn.

Rev. William Green, from Ecclesiastical authority of Wis.

Total Five.

The Clergy thus added to the Diocese are employed in the fol-

lowing places

:

Rev. Dr. Totten is Rector of St. John's Church, Decatur.

Rev. Thomas Lyle of the Church of the Redeemer, Cairo.

Rev. Thomas W. Mitchell, St. John's Church, Gillespie.

Rev. George N. Jenks, Trinity, Polo, where he succeeds Mr.

McGann.

Rev. Wm. Green, Trinity, Geneseo, succeeding Mr. Goodale.

Rev. Henry W. Woods, not yet transferred St. Matthew's,

Bloomington, in place of Mr. Kerfoot.

The following added by Ordination have been thus located

:

Rev. Peter Arvedson, Algonquin and Dundee.

Rev. William Morton Reynolds, D. D., Rector of St. Paul's,

Warsaw.

Rev. Oscar B. Thayer, Stirling, Whitesides County.
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CHANGES AMONG THE PAROCHIAL CLERGY.

Rev. William H. Cooper has given up his parochial charge

and become agent for the " Freedman's Aid Society."

Rev. John FosTERresigned Alton, Rector of St. Peter's Sycamore.

Rev. Lyman N. Freeman, has resigned Galesburg, is officiat-

ing in St. Stephen's Parish, Chicago.-

Rev. Samuel GtOodale, resigned Geneseo, and is residing there

without present charge.

Rev. Frederic A. Juny has left the French Mission, and is at

present in Kentucky.

Rev. Richard T. Kerfoot, resigned Bloomington, from ill health.

Rev. Matthew McGill resigned Rock Island, and is Rector of

St. Paul's, Peru.

Rev. James McGowan, deacon, has gone from Belvidere to

Morris.

Rev. Robert Trewartha, deacon, has gone from Collinsville to

Lee Centre.
CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS.

There have been five admitted during the year ; the whole number

has been eleven, of whom three have been ordained, and eight consti-

tute the present number, viz :

John Harris Knowles, at the General Seminary.

J. Wainwright Ray, absent in Washington.

Charles W. Leffingwell, studying in Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

Albert Augustus Fiske, in Chicago.

D. 0. Halsey, minister from the Congregational Church, study-

ing in Quincy.

John B. Saye, from the Presbyterian Church, in Bridgeport,

Lawrence County,

Frederic Cope Whitehouse, General Seminary.

Benjamin Franklin Fleetwood, Racine and Nashota.h.

4
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Ordinations—Discipline.

RECORD or ORDINATIONS.

DIACONATE.

On Sunday, Sept. 20th, 16th after Trinity, in Trinity Church,

Chicago, Peter Arvedson, Rev. Dr. Hawley and Rev. Messrs.

Roberts, Smith and Bredberg were present.

Wednesday, March 16th.—^^In the Bishop's Church, William

Morton Reynolds, D. D., from the Lutheran Church. Candidate,

was presented by Rev. Clinton Locke, and the sermon preached by

Rev. Dr. Cummins. Drs. Chase and Clarkson, Rev. Messrs. Jones,

Wilkinson and Stout, from Iowa, were present and officiating.

Thursday, August 4th.—In the Bishop's Church, Oscar B.

Thayer from the Methodist Ministry. The candidate was pre-

sented by Rev. John Foster, who also preached.

FBIESTHOOS.

Friday, July 8 th, in the Bishops' Church I ordained to this

order Rev. Erastus De Wolf, Rev. Jonas Green, Rev. Byron

McGrANN.

The candidates were presented by Rev. Charles A. Gilbert ; the

sermon was preached by Rev. Roswell Park, D. D., and these with

Rev. Messrs. Freeman, Osborne and Sheets, participated in the

Services.

Wednesday, August 31st, in the Bishop's Church I raised to the

priesthood Rev. William M. Reynolds, D. D.

Rev. Clinton Locke presented him, and preached ; attendant

Clergymen were Messrs. Osborne, Gierlow and Waterbury. Eight

in the Ministry were at the Holy Communion.

NOTICES OF DISCIPLINE FROM OTHER DIOCESES.

DEPOSITION.

Charles W. Clinton, - - Bishop Kemper, Wisconsin.

Sylvester T. Sawyer, - Bishop Eustburn, Massachusetts.

Joshua L. Bodfish, deacon, - Bishop Clarke, Rock Island.
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Summaries.

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS AND EPISCOPAL ACTS.

Number^of Clergy within the Diocese, eighty.

Preshyters—Engaged in Ministerial duty, fifty-seven.

Entitled to seats, fifty-eight.

Engaged in other work, eleven.

Infirm or sick, three.

Resident without transfer, five.

Beacons—Whole number, four. "With full qualifications, one.

Clergy added—By Dimissory Letterrs, five.

By Ordination, three.

By residence, one.

Clergy transferred to other Dioceses, six.

Ordinations to the Priesthood, four.

Diaconate, three. Seven.

Candidates for Orders—Whole number in year, eleven.

Ordained, three.

Admitted from other Christian bodies, four.

" from the Church, seven.

Present number, eight.

Consecration of Churches, tioo. Of Burial Ground, one.

Confirmations—Public, forty-one. Private, four.

Confirmed, three hundred and twenty-seven.

Corner Stones Laid, three.

Consent to New Parishes, four.

Institution of Hector, one.

Baptisms—Adults, seven.

Infants, thirty-seven. Total, forty-four.

Funerals, nineteen. Marriages, ten.

Holy Communion, twenty-three times.

Private, twicCf Twenty-five.
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Presence of the Holy Ghost the only Light and Strength of the Church—Power of Prayer.

I have preached on every occasion of Yisitation, except one, and

made Addresses after every Confirmation, besides the similar public

duty of my own Church.

CONCLUSION.

Let me remind you, in conclusion, that on this " Mount of Grod"

supernatural power links itself with the constituted means. This

sustains the labors, hopes and triumphs of the Church. The

pledged destiny is too high for us to credit if we had to compute for

its success our own resources, and the natural agencies we can wield,

or hold on self-sustained through the sins and infirmities of our

trembling hearts. The Church is sustained and advanced, not

by human power or material causes, but by the Divine influence

directly imparted. The glory of the Church is the present Com-

forter—the active, unlimited, indwelling influence of the Holy

Ghost. Take this away, let it be for a time unheeded, let the Spirit be

grieved by indolence or resistance to withdraw His power, what is

left for the Church, calling herself such, but weakness, dishonor

and desolation. The candlestick removed out of its place, its lights

one by one extinguished as the supply shrinks, burning fainter and

fainter until with a name to live, it may be dead. The Church

Catholic has witnessed and wept over this decline in her branches,

as lights have dimmed which once glowed like suns over wide

regions, and now only flickering sparks tremble in the obscurity,

through which night birds of superstition flap their wing.

The Holy Ghost is the vital power of the mystical Body of

Christ, and in the "magnificence of prayer" we are enabled to enjoy

and control this energy which confers every blessing, and averts

every risk. Hence it becomes our duty, our interest, our absorbing

claim to seek and cherish and employ it ; to act faithfully in our

individual relations so as to obtain from God the precious gift of
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Our False Reliance ou Natural StrcDgth—Chastened and Corrected—Experimental Kesnlt.

His manifested Presence, and the effects of it in purer religious

feeling and practice. The scope of this influence is allied in the

Divine economy with the faith and prayer of the Church ; though

the movement thus to think and strive is His gift, kindling the

affections of the Christian soul and exciting the spiritual appetite of

the heart, yet must we rise to value, covet and employ it,

glorying in the truth " not by might, nor by power, but by My

Spirit, saith the Lord/'

We always begin by taking the grace of Christ as subsidiary to

self-reliance, and with undue confidence in the means, and in the

prudence and sagacity with which we can use them. Our vain

strength hides or dwarfs the strength of Christ, well ifwe share with

Him really the honor of our success. But as our strength shrivels into

foolish weakness, as we find mountains in our way against which it

is as the breath of a sleeping child, as gulfs yawn which only

an angel's wing could seem to pass—when the mountains open

before us, and the gulf is bridged for our trembling feet, and we go

on our chastened way in trust and hope, then we lean consciously

firmer on the arm of our Beloved. Our weakness perfects that

dependence, until from the slowly learned and stammering ut-

terance "Not unto us—not unto us—but unto Thy name be the

praise/' we attain the manliness of faith which unites in the same

breast the conscious power, " I can do all things through

Christ who strengtheneth me," and the mysterious experience

clear as our very consciousness of natural life, " Yet not I but

the Grace or God which is with me."
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